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Attorney General William Barr arrives Thursday to talk about the release of the redacted version of the Mueller report at the Department of Justice in Washington. 


THE MUELLER REPORT 


(Question of obstruction 


Special counsel details evidence for case, Trump’s attempts to disrupt probe 


By DEVLIN BARRETT 
AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — The long-awaited 
report from special counsel Robert 
Mueller details abundant evidence against 
President Donald Trump — finding 10 
episodes of suspicious behavior — but 
ultimately concludes it was not Mueller’s 
role to determine whether the commander 
in chief broke the law. 

“The evidence we obtained about the 
President’s actions and intent presents 
difficult issues that would need to be 
resolved if we were making a traditional 


prosecutorial judg- 
ment? Mueller’s team 
stated in the report sub- 
mitted to Congress on 
Thursday. 

Mueller wrote that 
he would have exoner- 
ated Trump if he could, 
but he wasn’t able to do 


applicable legal stand- 
ards, we are unable to 
reach that judgment.” 
Since Mueller ended 
his investigation last 
month, a central ques- 
tion facing the Justice 
Department has been 


that given the evidence Trump 
he uncovered. 

“At the same time, if we had confidence 
after a thorough investigation of the facts 
that the President clearly did not commit 
obstruction of justice, we would so state,” 


the report said. “Based on the facts and the 


why Mueller’s team did 
not reach a conclusion 
about whether the pres- 
ident obstructed justice. The issue was 
complicated, the report said, by two key 
factors — the fact that, under department 


Mueller 


Turn to Report, Page 10 


More coverage 


E In the latest TrumPoem, a poetic 
retort, President Trump responds to 
Mueller’s report, summed up in rhyme. 
Mary Schmich, Page 3 


E Trump again declared a political 
victory, saying Thursday at a White 
House event he was having “a good day.” 
Nation & World, Page 10 


E Top Democrats still demanding to see 
complete, unredacted report. Page 11 


E Trump often could not recall key 
events to Mueller’s questions. Page 11 


Sears suit says 
$2B siphoned 
off by ex-CEO 


Alleging fraud, bankrupt 
retailer seeks assets back 


By LAUREN ZUMBACH 
Chicago Tribune 


Sears Holdings Corp. has filed a 
lawsuit against its former chairman and 
CEO, Edward Lampert, and his hedge 
fund, claiming they wrongly siphoned 
$2 billion in assets from the company as 
it headed for bankruptcy. 

While promising a turnaround based 
on unrealistic financial projections, 
Lampert and his investors instead sys- 
tematically picked off the retailing gi- 
ant’s most valuable and enduring assets 
as the company’s losses deepened, the 
lawsuit asserts. Ultimately, the company 
was forced into bankruptcy — after 
Lampert and his investors benefited at 
the company and creditors’ expense, the 
lawsuit says. 

“Had defendants not taken these 
illegal and improper actions, Sears 
would have had billions of dollars more 
to pay its third-party creditors today and 
would not have endured the amount of 
disruption, expense, and job losses 


Turn to Sears, Page 7 


CHET COPPOCK 1948-2019 
Sportscasting legend 


Chicago TV sports- 
caster and pioneering 
sports talk radio host 
who flamboyantly 
wore his bravado like 
his hip-length rac- 
coon fur coat, has 
died after a car acci- 
dent. Chicago Sports 
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Colleen Chick works with Harper Elementary School kindergarteners in Wilmette. 


Legislators mull having 
Ill. kids start school by 5 


Proposed law would imperil kindergarten redshirting 


By NARA SCHOENBERG 
Chicago Tribune 


Sometimes parents send their kids to 
kindergarten at the relatively advanced 
age of 6 because they hope their children 
will enjoy an athletic or academic 
advantage over younger classmates. 
Sometimes the goal simply is to give a 
child who is lagging developmentally a 
chance to catch up. 

Now this popular practice — some- 
times called academic redshirting — is 
under threat in Illinois, with legislators 
considering a bill that says children must 
start kindergarten by age 5 instead of 6. 
The proposed law requires that children 
attend kindergarten if they are 5 on or 
before May 31, but would allow parents 
of 5-year-olds with summer birthdays to 
choose whether to send them to kinder- 


garten or wait an additional year. 

Supporters say the bill would help 
disadvantaged children by assuring that 
they get early access to education. 

“T think that we can all understand 
that the first years of life are critical for 
social, emotional and cognitive devel- 
opment,” said state Rep. Kam Buckner, 
D-Chicago, who is sponsoring the bill in 
the Illinois House. It already has passed 
in the Senate. “This is really aimed at 
closing the achievement gap for chil- 
dren, which eventually becomes, unfor- 
tunately, the wage gap and the quality of 
life gap and, way too often, the life 
expectancy gap.” 

But opponents, including parents 
who have been airing their concerns on 
Facebook in recent days, say that red- 


Turn to School, Page 6 


Fungus-infected 
woman's kin 
fights secrecy 


They want state to disclose 
which facility has superbug 


By ROBERT MCCOPPIN 
Chicago Tribune 


Stephanie Spoor lived with lupus for 
three decades. But after suffering heart 
failure and becoming infected with a 
recent outbreak of a deadly fungus, she 
survived less than two months. 

Spoor, of Crystal Lake, died in Febru- 
ary at 64 while awaiting a lung trans- 
plant. She was infected with Candida 
auris, state health officials and medical 
records confirmed, so she didn’t qualify 
for a transplant. The disease has 
emerged rapidly in the Chicago area and 
elsewhere in the nation, striking sick 
people in nursing homes and hospitals 
who’ve had invasive medical pro- 
cedures. 

Spoor’s family members are still 
trying to get over the shock of her death. 
They are confident she received excel- 
lent medical care at Northwestern Me- 
morial Hospital in Chicago. But they are 
worried that she could not be cured of 
the infection because it was resistant to 


Turn to Fungus, Page 6 


Tom Skilling’s forecast 
High 52 Low41 Sod i 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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